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What is LITERACY?

“Literacy is about decoding information, events, and situations so that we 
can succeed and prosper.”
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What is the LITERACY ASSESSMENT?

An assessment written by all students that holistically measures 
their comprehension skills, learnt in various subjects.

Requires students to apply their literacy skills: 
- reading        - dissecting - decoding
- writing              - understanding - applying
- connecting - interpreting - evaluating

Each student should be able to demonstrate what they KNOW, 
DO, and UNDERSTAND in a variety of contexts. 
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PURPOSE OF GOVERNMENT ASSESSMENTS

The purpose of the assessments is to measure the extent to 
which students are literate (Literacy Assessment) and 
numerate (Numeracy Assessment) and to provide students with 
information about their proficiency.
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Why you need to KNOW THIS

According to the B.C. Ministry of Education, this assessment employs 
various types of texts from different disciplines as opposed to a 
strictly literary focus.

The Grade 12 Literacy Assessment assesses students’ ability to use 
critical and reflective thinking and analysis to make meaning from a 
diverse array of texts. It also assesses the ability of students to 
communicate their ideas, or those found in the texts.
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Everything TIES TOGETHER

Education Direction Implications

Core Competencies Particular emphasis on Communication, Creative Thinking, 
and Critical Thinking. Personal and Social Competencies 
are exemplified in student written response.

Personalization Offers students a choice of options for demonstrating their 
skills and abilities. 

Deeper Thinking Involves complex thinking and analysis skills, through 
essential questions. Asks students to comprehend, critically 
analyze, communicate their understanding, and make 
personal connections. 

Student Engagement Assessment tasks, prompts, and stimuli are developed to 
be engaging and interactive in nature 6



Everything TIES TOGETHER

Education Direction Implications

Cross-curricular Skills Reflects the critical literacy skills acquired and applied 
across all areas of learning

First Peoples First Peoples content is contained in every assessment.

Collaboration Offers opportunities to interact with pre-assessment 
preparation materials.

Self-reflection Asks students to reflect on their performance
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GRADE 12 LITERACY ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE

PART A
Critical Thinking, Comprehension, and 
Communication
“Thinking critically about the text”

Assessment Tasks:
- 10 points of selected-response 

questions
- 1 critical thinking graphic 

organizer
- 1 multi-paragraph response

Suggested Time: 65 mins

PART B
Comprehension and Communication
“Going beyond the text”

Assessment Tasks:
- 15 points of selected-response 

questions
- 1 extended written response
- Student choice of Writing 

Pathway

Suggested Time: 55 mins
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EVIDENCE CENTRED DESIGN
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EVIDENCE CENTRED DESIGN

The Literacy 
Assessment moves 
us to a long term and 
holistic way of 
assessing a student’s 
competencies. 

Adapted from the National Research 
Council, 1996
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Graduation Literacy Assessment Table of Specifications
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INTRODUCTION
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYd0T8jxMFo


QUESTION TYPES
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kf_e-PXMPVw


QUESTION TYPES
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QUESTION TYPES
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LITERACY ASSESSMENT: PART A
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIgVPZwaJP8


PART A - THINKING CRITICALLY ABOUT TEXT

Context for Critical Thinking – Activating thinking
Students activate their thinking, guided by prompts and opportunities
to consider the Context for Critical Thinking, ideas related to it, and what it 
means to them.

Thinking critically about the texts
Students answer a series of selected-response questions related to the 
texts, respond to a graphic organizer question, and write a multi-paragraph 
response to the texts.

The texts and questions in Part A relate to the Context for Critical Thinking.
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LITERACY ASSESSMENT: PART B
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GtL4aYW5p9s


PART B - GOING BEYOND TEXTS

Essential Question – Activating thinking
Students activate their thinking, guided by prompts and opportunities
to consider the Essential Question, ideas related to it, and what it means 
to them.

Going beyond the texts
Part B assesses students’ ability to analyze and respond personally to the
Essential Question.
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REPORTING 
RESULTS

Students receive an overall 
score based on all of their 
responses with these
results placed in one of four 
levels of the Proficiency 
Scale.
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Literacy 12 Assessment
Shared Responsibility

Literacy Across the Disciplines
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Content Area and 
Disciplinary Literacy

International Literacy Association, 2017

Consider these three scenarios: 
1. In history, high school students compare and 

contrast primary source documents to determine 
why Japanese internment occurred in the United 
States during World War II. 

2. In science, elementary students record and 
interpret the results from tests of solar ovens as 
they learn about heat transfer. 

3. In mathematics, teams of middle school 
students, each of which came to different 
solutions after reading a word problem, verbally 
explain and demonstrate how they arrived at 
their solutions.

Although these scenarios differ, they each underscore that literacy—including the 
interpretation and production of texts and representations—is vital to participation and 
learning in different academic disciplines.
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IN ENGLISH CLASS...

- Literacy Skills
- Articulating your 

understanding
- Composition
- Text Features
- Supporting 

Evidence
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IN MATH CLASS...

- Interpreting 
graphs and tables

- Extrapolation 
- Problem solving
- Reading 

questions in a 
critical manner
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IN SCIENCE CLASS...

- Interpreting data
- Questioning and 

Extrapolating
- Reading 

questions in a 
critical manner
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IN SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS...

-Interpreting data from images
-Making inferences
-Gathering and evaluating evidence
-Cause and consequence
-Evaluating argument
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Cross-Curricular Skills

- Make connections
- Analyze text
- Extract ideas & information
- Synthesize ideas & information
- Evaluate ideas
- Express ideas & information
- Justifies & defends decisions 
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Questions 1-11 from 
Section A, Sample A

(Available Online)

Applicable 
Curricular Competencies
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English Studies 12 Curricular Competencies

- Evaluate the relevance, accuracy, and reliability of texts
- Select and apply appropriate strategies in a variety of contexts to comprehend 

written, oral, visual, and multimodal texts, to guide inquiry, and to extend 
thinking

- Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to analyze ideas within, between, 
and beyond texts

- Construct meaningful personal connections between self, text, and world
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Access Information in 
the text

-Make Inferences and 
Interpret text

-Combine Ideas

Answer Questions in 
the assessment

Answering a Question Example
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Answering the Questions - SUGGESTIONS

Read the 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION!!! 

This question will help guide 
you. It also sets the purpose 

for your reading and 
accessing background 

knowledge. 
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Answering the Questions - SUGGESTIONS

Multiple Choice: 

- Work on accessing information, 
inference, and interpreting. 

- Don’t understand a word? Try to 
decode words for understanding

- Practice a different variety of text
- Read and interpret different 

types of text (article, info text 
etc.) 

- Subject specific jargon - be aware of 
the terminology being used in your 
various classes

READ ALL PROMPTS and STATEMENTS 
at the beginning of all text
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Answering the Questions - SUGGESTIONS

Graphic Organizer

- Complete full sentences and 
paragraphs, even though it’s a 
graphic organizer (detailed 
responses)

- Make reference to sources in your 
writing

- Paragraph and longer response 
with “ provide evidence from a text”
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Answering the Questions - SUGGESTIONS

Essay

- Be mindful of the essential 
question - This sets the 
purpose for your reading

- Make reference to at least 
three text

- Elevate vocabulary

THE ESSAY QUESTION
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Answering the Questions - SUGGESTIONS

Creative Piece

- Given a prompt
- Give your response but relate it back 

to the topic. You can write a narrative, 
expository, persuasive or descriptive 
piece

- Reflective thinking - reflect on own 
experience
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Answering the Questions - SUGGESTIONS

DO NOT SUBMIT 
unless you are 100% ready 

to do so.
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Language 
to know…
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How are we preparing in class?

December

Day 1: Review this presentation and begin Part A, of sample exam

Day 2: Continue Part A, including graphic organizer and essay

Day 3: Mark Part A, review exemplars, self and peer marking of graphic organizer and 
essay

During the winter break: Complete Literacy 10 Assessment exams A and B for exam 
writing practice

January

Review Part B
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Next sitting:

Writing the LITERACY ASSESSMENT
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